
Hello Church, 

 

You may have seen on the news that the prison in Marion, Ohio, has become the nation's top hot 

spot for the coronavirus. The prison, which is only about an hour and a half northeast of Dayton, is 

apparently the largest source of virus infections in the country, with over 2,000 inmates and workers 

having tested positive there. There are signs that several other state prisons may have had major 

outbreaks. Many people are now calling on the state to improve their support of those in 

the prison population with better safety measures and testing. 

 

Of course, if this happened somewhere else it would likely receive more significant news coverage. 

But it is easy not to pay attention to what’s happening in our prisons. Inmates are literally walled off 

from society, invisible, forgotten by most of us. Perhaps even if we were more aware of them we 

wouldn't want to give them much thought, because we see them as rightly being punished for the 

crimes they've committed. 

 

However, according to scripture we are not supposed to see those in prison as an afterthought. 

Rather, we are actively supposed to care for those in prison. Hebrews 13:3, for instance, tells us to 

"continue remembering those in prison as if you were with them." And in Matthew 25, Jesus singles 

out those in prison as a group that we should serve. While many in our prisons may be very far from 

God, God has not forgotten them and neither should we. 

 

In fact, the founder of Methodism, John Wesley, cared so much about this that he spent a good 

portion of his time working with those in prison. He visited those in prison often, sometimes weekly, 

and outside of that actively campaigned for prison reform and improved treatment of prisoners. 

 

Of course this doesn't mean that you should suddenly pack your bags and join a prison ministry. That 

is not a calling for all of us (though it is for some of us). But we should all at least be mindful of those 

in our prisons and be diligent in praying for them. We should also think of their families and loved 

ones, who sometimes face a great deal of shame, pain, and anxiety due to having a loved 

one in prison. We should likewise pray for those who are doing very important work in prison ministry, 

often sacrificing many hours visiting those in prison, praying with them, and helping them to change 

their lives. Lastly, we should pray for all the corrections officers, chaplains, and other staff that work in 

our prisons, often in very stressful, difficult situations. 

 

Let us always be steadfast in praying and caring for all people, including the incarcerated. 

Pastor Jordan 

 


